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Discussion on the Characteristics of TCM Syndromes from the Concepts of

Dimensions and Ranks : Approachs to the Standardization of TCM Syndromes

Li Shao (§ 1H)
(Institute of Bioinformatics of Tsinghua University , the Key Laboratory of
Bioinformatics of Ministry of Education, Beijing 100084)

ABSTRACT: Objective To discuss the characteristics of TCM syndromes and the approaches to the standardiza-
tion of TCM syndromes . Method The author discusses the characteristics of TCM syndromes on the concepts of dimen
sions and ranks , and holds that TCM syndromes are the onditions of different factors ( dimensions) in different correlations
(ranks) . The factors of TCM syndromes are multidimensional , and the ranks of TCM syndromes reflect the complicacy of
the interrelationship between the factors . The manage ment of the ranks of TCM syndromes mainly depends on the kinds of
corresponding intervention . Results One of the important approaches to TCM syndrome standardization is the organic imr
tegration of “reducing dimensions and increasing ranks" and “reducing both dimensions and ranks" as well as the the
construction of the “decisiomr making tree of TCM syndrome diagnostics ;" that means , on the one hand, to reduce the di-
mensions of the main factors of TCM syndromes , in order to standardize their corresponding characteristic messages and
extract their multilevel combinations of effective messages ; on the other hand, to work out the strategies for selecting the
factors of TCM syndromes by increasing or reducing their ranks in order to fit for the flexible TCM syndrome differentiation
and the intervention of different diseases and different human subjects . The results of doing so are grasping the generality
of TCM syndromes , and representing the individuality of TCM syndrome differentiation as well . Conclusion : Differentiat-
ing and analyzing the dimensions and ranks of TCM syndromes is helpful to introducing multidisciplinary methods includ
ing mathe matics , physics and informatics to develop new approaches to the standardization of TCM syndromes .
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